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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
Costa Rican visual artist, cultural manager, and creative entrepreneur with more than three decades of work in painting, installation, object art, spatial intervention, and cultural production. His work has been presented in solo and group exhibitions in Costa Rica and in significant international venues in Europe, Asia, and Central America. Among his most notable presentations are the solo exhibition “Religious Syncretism: A Path to Peace” at the Central Museum of Textiles in Łódź, Poland, and his participation in the Riga Triennial in Latvia, both in 2015. Alongside his artistic practice, he has sustained a long-term commitment as founder and director of Taller del Artista, an independent project that brings together artistic creation, exhibitions, literature, community engagement, and cultural gastronomy.
EDUCATION
He studied art and oil painting with Swedish master Arvid Röström from 1994 to 1998. In 2001, he completed a drawing workshop with Fabio Herrera and a printmaking workshop with Mario Maffioli and Fabio Herrera. He completed studies in Advertising at Universidad Latina de Costa Rica in 1992 and took graduate-level coursework toward a Master’s degree in Communication and Marketing in 1998. He also studied Architecture at Collegium Veritas of UACA in 1986, in addition to advanced courses in videotape pre-production and post-production at Collegium Latinum, UACA.
SELECTED INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS
2015 — “Religious Syncretism: A Path to Peace,” solo exhibition, Central Museum of Textiles in Łódź, Poland.
2015 — Participation in the Riga Triennial, National Museum of Textile Art, Latvia.
2014 — “CUD–Miracle,” Central Museum of Textiles in Łódź, Poland.
2006 — “Bitácora,” Association Culturelle Rousselande, Les Rousses, Jura, France.
2005 — “After 60 Moons,” Galería San José, Okayama, Japan.
2004 — “Costa Ric’Art,” group exhibitions in Paris and Besançon, France.
2009 — “The Cross of Saint Peter,” solo exhibition, Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala.
2004 — Participation in the Visual Arts Fusion Festival, Casa de los Tres Mundos, Granada, Nicaragua.
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS AND RECOGNITIONS IN COSTA RICA
2022 — “Water Is Gold,” official reopening of the gallery at Taller del Artista.
2022 — Participation in “Syncretisms in Costa Rican Painting,” Museo de Arte Costarricense / Galería ECA.
2016 — “Song to Freedom,” National Theatre of Costa Rica.
2011 — “Prayer for the Planet,” Museo Municipal de Cartago.
2010 — Participation in “Zéntica,” Salón del Cuño at MADC.
2010 — International Textile Network: First Ibero-American Prize in Textile Art.
2003 — “Prayer Flags,” National Gallery, described in his curriculum as the first traveling exhibition for parks and public squares in Costa Rica.
PRODUCTION, CULTURAL MANAGEMENT, AND INTERDISCIPLINARY DEVELOPMENT
In addition to his trajectory as a visual artist, Cali Rivera Ureña has developed significant work in cultural production and management through the creation and consolidation of Taller del Artista, an independent space devoted to exhibitions, interdisciplinary encounters, and integral cultural experiences in Costa Rica.
Twenty-three years ago he integrated a gastronomy space into the project, expanding the concept into a broader cultural experience in which art, hospitality, and culinary creation interact within the same environment. The space has hosted nationally and internationally recognized chefs, including German chef Peter Mobus and Costa Rican culinary artist Carlos Umaña, along with other professionals associated with culinary excellence.
This vision of art and cultural entrepreneurship gave rise to a singular, long-standing proposal recognized with the Golden Palm of Madrid and with three forks from the Costa Rican Tourism Institute.
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
His broader professional experience also includes management and production in other fields: General Manager of Servicentro Petatlán S.A. from 1993 to 1998 and again in 2001; responsible for opening the promotion department of Righetti Internacional in 1991; recruitment assistant and “extra talent” coordinator at CENEX, a film and television production company in Hollywood, California, from 1989 to 1990; advertising creative at Siboney in 1987; and general producer of several fashion events in 1986.
PUBLICATIONS AND REFERENCES
His career has been featured in publications such as Revista Rumbo, Revista Join Us, the Anuarium de arte y cultura costarricense, Art-En Costa Rica II, Revista Estilos & Casas, and Fragua. Cultura Política. It also includes a commentary by writer Alfonso Chase published in La Prensa Libre on March 5, 2009, highlighting the singularity and boldness of his artistic proposal.
AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Visual arts; painting; installation; object art; spatial intervention; cultural production; management of independent spaces; exhibition coordination; curation of artistic processes; organization of interdisciplinary activities; development of cultural and gastronomic projects; conceptualization of cultural experiences.
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